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BIRAX Healthy Ageing 2025 Call for Proposals

Frequently asked Questions

Q: When is the deadline for submitting Preliminary Proposals?
A: The deadline for submitting preliminary proposals is 1 March 2026 at 21:59 (UK time) /
23:59 (Israel time).

Q: Can the grant be used to cover a postdoctoral researcher’s salary?

A: Yes, the grant may include costs for postdoctoral researchers or research assistants whose
work is dedicated specifically to the project. However, it may not be used to cover the costs of
permanent staff or existing positions. Regular salary or general payroll costs not directly related
to the project fees are not eligible.

Q: Can a third party be part of the collaboration?
A: Yes.

e Additional Israeli and UK co-Principal Investigators (co-Pls) may be included, but all
funding will be administered solely through the designated Israeli and UK Pls. No
additional funding will be provided for co-Pls.

e Co-Pls from outside Israel and the UK are welcome to participate; however, they are not
eligible to receive funding from BIRAX and must secure their own financial support.

« Companies are also welcome to join the collaboration, but they are likewise not eligible
for BIRAX funding and must have independent funding in place.

Letters of intent for third-party participants will be requested at the Full Proposal stage.

Q: Is it possible for multiple Pls from one country to collaborate with a Pl from the other
country?

A: Yes. Collaborative groups involving multiple Pls from one country and at least one Pl from
the other (UK or Israel) are encouraged, as long as the partnership includes both the UK and
Israel. Collaboration with third parties, including industry, is also welcomed.

In cases where there are co-Pls within the same country, the main Pl may distribute funds to
them at their discretion. However, BIRAX will not provide additional funding nor allocate funds
directly to co-Pls or third parties.

A third Pl who is not based in the UK or Israel may participate if they are fully self-funded, but
they are not eligible to receive BIRAX funding.

Q: What is the duration period of the grant?

A: Grants will be awarded for a period of three years, with a maximum value of £400,000 per
project. Please note that the final grant amount awarded to individual projects will be subject to
the availability of funds.

Q: Can a portion of the grant be used to support training for early career researchers
involved in the BIRAX project - for example, attending relevant international conferences
or courses outside the UK and Israel?

A: Yes, it can however, for clarity, the funding for Israeli Pls may be subject to additional funding
restrictions that will be clarified upon selection.
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Q: If | work for two different institutions, can the grant funding be channeled to both?

A: Yes, provided that the work conducted at each institution is relevant to the BIRAX project.
However, applicants may list only one institution per country in their proposal, and the grant will
be paid directly to that institution. It is the responsibility of the Pls and their institutions to
arrange any onward distribution of funds to additional institutions, if required.

Q: Do we need to include a budget in the Preliminary Proposal?
A: No, a budget is not required at the Preliminary Proposal stage.

Q: Can the proposal be for less than three years?
A: No. Research proposals must be for a duration of 36 months.

Q: Is it possible to apply for funding as a consortium? Are double grants permitted?
A: No. The BIRAX Healthy Ageing Call for Proposals does not support applications from
consortia or the awarding of double grants.

Q: How will the different strands be assessed? Will there be different criteria?

A: All proposals will be evaluated through a competitive process. An independent Academic
Selection Panel will assess and score proposals based on the criteria outlined in the Guidelines
for Applicants document.

Q: Are the funding partners involved in the selection process?

A: BIRAX funding partners may choose to fund, fully or partially, selected projects that align with
their areas of interest. However, they do not influence the selection process itself, which is
conducted independently by the BIRAX Academic Selection Panel.

Funding partners may be invited to attend selection meetings as observers, but they do not
participate in discussions or voting. They may also be approached to suggest potential peer
reviewers from their networks. Once the final shortlist is determined by the Academic Selection
Panel, funding partners may present the shortlisted projects to their respective funding
committees for a final funding decision.

Q: Does passing the Academic Selection Panel guarantee that the project will be funded?
A: No. While the Academic Selection Panel identifies all proposals that meet the criteria for
funding, the availability of resources is limited, and not all qualified projects can be supported.
BIRAX will actively seek additional funding to support as many shortlisted projects as possible,
which may result in delays in announcing final funding decisions.

For a detailed overview of the process, please refer to Guidelines for Applicants — Preliminary
Proposals, point 10: "Call for Proposal Process Flow".

Q: How much funding can be allocated to indirect costs?
A: Indirect costs may be included up to a maximum of 10% of the total grant budget.

Q: Can Investigator time be included in the budget?
A: No. Salary costs and salary supplements for investigators are not eligible for inclusion in the
grant budget.

Q: Can | submit two research proposals (with two different Pls) if | am a collaborator on

one of them?
A: No, you may not submit two proposals in parallel as a grant recipient. However, you may be
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listed as a collaborator on multiple proposals, provided you are not the lead applicant and are
not currently funded by BIRAX. Individuals cannot receive double funding from the programme.

Q: Will teams with a proven track record of collaboration be prioritised?

A: Proposals will be assessed according to the published evaluation criteria. While existing
collaborations are welcome, BIRAX particularly encourages the formation of new partnerships,
as well as interdisciplinary collaborations that bring together researchers who may not typically
work together.

Q: Should team members be listed in the proposal?
A: Details about team members and co-Pls will be requested at the Full Proposal stage.

For any further inquiries, please contact us at: biraxageing@britishcouncil.org.il .

This document will be updated periodically in response to new queries and clarifications.
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